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Mission Statement 
The Association of Moving Image Archivists Student Chapter at the University of Rochester is 

dedicated to providing a forum for the discussion and education of the moving image archival 

profession, to raising awareness of and advocating for the moving image collections at the 

University of Rochester, to promoting interaction with professional moving image archivists, as 

well as to encouraging participation in such activities at the University of Rochester. 

 

 

Officers and Members (2013-2014) 
 

Officers: 
President: Amber Bertin 

Vice-President: Almudena Escobar Lopez 

Treasurer: Meghan Holly 

Secretary: Kate Cronin 

Communications: Kelsey Eckert 

Public Relations: Sophia Lorent, Josh Yocum 

 

Members: 
Rebecca Wack 

 

Faculty Advisor 
Jeff Stoiber 

 

 

 

 

 



Past Events (2012-2013 Academic Year) 

 

Setting Up the Chapter: 
Since this was the first year of AMIAUR, a lot of time was spent establishing the chapter. These 

activities included drafting our constitution, creating an online presence through our Facebook 

page and website, generating an infrastructure for internal and external group communications, 

as well as establishing our bank account. 

 

Home Movie Day 2012: 
AMIAUR hosted Rochester’s 2012 Home Movie on October 20

th
, at the University of Rochester 

in the Rush Rhees Library. The event was held in collaboration with The L. Jeffrey Selznick 

School of Film Preservation, whose students worked at the registration table, inspected submitted 

films, and projected them along with AMIAUR officers. In addition to 8mm, Super 8mm, and 

16mm formats, we also accepted VHS tapes for the first time. This decision was made in the 

understanding that most people who grew up in the late 80s and 90s do not have home movies on 

film. They only have VHS tapes. In an effort to include this younger generation and promote the 

cultural importance of these home movies to them, we felt accepting VHS tapes was necessary. 

All of the participants seemed to be enjoying themselves and the highlight of the day for us 

personally was a young boy who came with his father. Most of the time they were there, the son 

watched the activities at the inspection table and the projection area. The father and son also 

asked us a lot of questions about what we were doing and why. Because of this experience, we 

decided that future Home Movie Days should have an emphasis on visibility to allow the public 

to interact with us and ask us questions as we work on the submitted films.  

 

Ray Edmonson: 
We invited former Deputy Director of the National Film and Sound Archive of Australia to give 

a talk on the University of Rochester campus entitled “Archiving and the Power of One”. This 

talk emphasized the role an individual plays in advocating for film preservation and the archival 

field. He drew heavily on his experiences from the National Film and Sound Archive of 

Australia to share stories and strategies for success. 

 

Dennis Doros/Killer of Sheep: 
In November, we hosted a screening of Charles Burnett’s classic film Killer of Sheep (1979) 

followed by a discussion with Milestone Film’s co-founder Dennis Doros. This event was meant 

to explore issues of independent film distribution as well as how Dennis and Milestone Films 

work with archives to preserve the films they choose to distribute. In connection with this event, 

the University of Rochester purchased a copy of Killer of Sheep to supplement their collection 

and to support the efforts of Milestone. 

 

Film Handling and Projection Workshop: 
Former AMIAUR Treasurer, Heather Harkins, led a two-part workshop in film handling and 

projection for the University of Rochester community. These workshops had a particular 

emphasis on finding and screening material from the 16mm collection and exclusively used the 

equipment available in the Film and Media Studies Program’s film lab space. They met with 

widespread enthusiasm amongst the participants, many of whom were undergraduates at the 



University of Rochester or alumni. One of the participants who had never handled film before 

was the Film and Media Studies Program Coordinator, who is in charge of managing the 

University’s 16mm collection. After the workshops, she is now comfortable with the materials in 

the collection.  Also, in conjunction with these workshops, the University of Rochester made 

upgrades to their film lab space based on suggestions from AMIAUR members. 

 

Treasures from the Archives: 
In order to promote the 16mm Collection at the University of Rochester, we hosted a screening 

of prints from the collection near the end of December as a “Study Break Screening” This show 

was curated by two former AMIAUR officers, Lyndsey Godwin and Emily Wall.  The emphasis 

was on experimental, educational, and animated pieces. Many of the films screened are not 

commercially available. 

 

Enduring Voices Screenings: 
In honor of Women’s History Month, we hosted a mini-festival of three different films. These 

films were Tillie’s Punctured Romance, Desperately Seeking Susan, and The Life and Times of 

Rosie the Riveter. Tillie’s Punctured Romance was accompanied by Dr. Phillip Carli on piano. 

All of these films were from the University of Rochester 16mm Collection. 

 

Film Trivia Night: 
As the year progressed, it became clear to us that we needed to fundraise to improve our 

financial stability. In order to meet this need, we hosted a Film Trivia Night at a local coffee 

shop. We felt this event was very successful both in meeting our fundraising needs as well as in 

promoting AMIAUR and our goals to the larger Rochester community. 

 

Film as Object Class Project: 
Every year at the University of Rochester, Joanne Bernardi, a former Selznick student leads a 

class on the materiality of film. Last year, three AMIAUR members lead a hands-on film lecture 

as a part of her class. During this lecture, each student was given the chance to use a Steenbeck 

flatbed editing machine, repair broken film with a tape splicer, and explore camera-less 

animation with their own film strip and sharpie markers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Current Events 
 

Home Movie Day 2013:  
On October 19, AMIAUR hosted Rochester’s 2013 Home Movie Day at the Record Archive. 

AMIAUR members, in conjunction with the students from The L. Jeffrey Selznick School of 

Film Preservation, inspected, cleaned, repaired, and projected 8mm, Super 8mm, 16mm, and 

VHS tapes brought in by the public as well as some home movies from George Eastman House’s 

collection. One of our major goals for the day was interactivity with the participants. In addition 

to promoting the principles of film preservation, we also wanted to promote the cultural and 

historical validity of home movies by discussing how we were treating the films and why we 

found them interesting with the individuals who donated material. Because of this desire, we 

decided to make all of our film inspection and projection openly visible within the event. This 

decision seemed popular with the participants who were able to experience aspects of film care 

that some of them had never seen before. In order to further promote proper film handling and 

storage, all participants were given information on how to best care for their home movies as 

well as a list of labs that can process and transfer small gauge film.  

 

Roland (Rollie) Zavada:  
AMIA UR has invited Roland (Rollie) Zavada to speak on the University of Rochester campus 

on December 5
th

, 2013. Throughout his illustrious career, Rollie has won numerous awards and 

recognitions for his service to the field of motion picture imaging. At Kodak, Rollie was a 

principal member of the team that introduced Kodachrome II and the team that developed the 

Super 8mm system, among others. He served The Society of Picture and Television Engineers 

(SMPTE) in many capacities including working to standardize the Super 8mm system 

internationally and acting as SMPTE’s Engineering Vice President from 1976-1983. In 1995, 

SMPTE conferred its highest award and greatest distinction of Honorary Membership to Mr. 

Zavada. In the mid-1990s, the National Archive asked Rollie to inspect the authenticity of the 

Zapruder film in response to the resurgence of conspiracy theories about the Kennedy 

assassination after the release of JFK (1991). This process has made Rollie an expert on the 

Zapruder film and given him a unique perspective on how moving images have come to function 

as complicated and sometimes controversial historical artifacts. In his talk, Rollie will address 

his history with the Zapruder film, his findings, and what he learned about how this film has 

come to function as historical evidence within our culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Future Events 

 

Film Trivia Series:  
Because of how successful last year’s trivia night was, AMIAUR plans to host a series of 

monthly movie themed trivia nights. We plan to partner with a local business where, one night 

each month, we will pick a movie theme and develop a series of questions around it. Participants 

will compete in teams for a set number of rounds in order to win prizes. These events will serve 

as fundraising opportunities for us as well as a way for us to promote the organization and our 

principles to the larger Rochester community. We will be debuting our trivia series in January. 

 

University of Rochester 16mm Collection Screenings:  
In order to promote the University of Rochester’s 16mm film collection, we plan to continue 

curating screenings from the collection. We want to hold multiple screenings throughout the year 

to both promote AMIAUR to the campus community and to showcase the variety and depth of 

the collection. One example of what we have planned is an outdoor film screening in the Spring.  

 

Film Handling Workshops:  
Last year, our film handling workshops went so well, that we have decided to host them again. 

We will put on a series of film handling workshops open to the University of Rochester 

community in which AMIAUR members, with the help of students from The L. Jeffrey Selznick 

School of Film Preservation, will teach the workshop participants to inspect, clean, repair, and 

project film. These workshops will teach basic film handling skills, while also underscoring the 

value of seeing film on film, hopefully encouraging more students to think about what they are 

watching when they see a moving image and thereby enriching their experience.  


