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Mission Statement 
The Association of Moving Image Archivists (AMIA) Student Chapter at UCLA exists to 
promote the exchange of ideas and interaction among its members, the profession, and the 
greater AMIA organization through social and intellectual activities. The chapter exists to 
provide a forum for the discussion and education of its members in the moving image archival 
profession, to promote interaction with professional moving image archivists, and to encourage 
participation in such activities. Bearing in mind the mutual interests of students within the 
Department of Information Studies and the Department of Film and Television, as well as the 
interests of other student groups at UCLA, the chapter works to foster cooperation and mutual 
understanding in supporting archival theories and practices.  

Executive Board 
President: Staci Hogsett 
Vice President: Malin Kan 
Secretary: Jen O’Leary 
Treasurer: Taylor Morales 
Membership: Alina Sinetos, Crosby Buhl, Francesca Baird, Harry Eskin, Yu-En Hsieh, Ina 
Archer, Jae Chang, John Kostka, Katherine Allen, Michael Pazmino, Roberto Green Quintana, 
Adrian Salas, Shani Miller 

2013-2014 Ongoing Projects and Plans 

Tours 
In the Winter quarter of 2015, the UCLA AMIA Student Chapter visited Audio Mechanics, where 
John Polito gave the students a guided tour of the facility, and a demonstration of daily activities 
such as restoration, remastering and digitization. Because the MIAS curriculum does not offer 
detailed instruction on audio preservation, it was fascinating to tour this building with rooms 
designed to facilitate different acoustic activities. One room was equipped with speakers set to 
85db to mimic the theatrical experience, and with irregularly angled walls and ceilings to 
promote sound alternately bouncing off or being absorbed by them. While our untrained ears 
struggled trying to discern the subtle demonstrations, we’ve never learned so much about sound 
in one hour! The UCLA AMIA Student Chapter plans to organize more tours as the year 
progresses, allowing members to see the diverse array of careers available within the film 
preservation field. 



Community Archiving 
The UCLA AMIA Student Chapter intends to work with local organizations in order to create 
community outreach workshops. This will give members the chance to gain hands-on experience 
working with moving image materials, and will also give us the chance to share our knowledge 
with others. Through this we hope to help with the preservation and conservation of collections 
in need, while also helping to share information on proper care and handling of archival 
materials in personal collections.  

Home Movie Day 
As in years past, many members of the UCLA AMIA Student Chapter have contributed to Los 
Angeles’ Home Movie Day events through volunteer participation. Members have assisted with 
film inspection, helping people to check in at the event, and have even brought their own films to 
show.  

Activities 

Community Outreach Workshops 
Over the course of the current academic year, the UCLA AMIA Student Chapter has been 
coming up with ideas for community-focused workshops that we could potentially co-host with 
local organizations. One such workshop would be a small gauge-handling workshop, where we 
would help to train community members on the proper care and handling of small gauge film 
materials. 

WordPress Workshop 
As one of the culminating requirements for the UCLA Moving Image Archive Studies program 
consists of an online portfolio, website building knowledge is a vital skill for students. Some of 
our members have taken an introduction to WordPress class, and the UCLA AMIA Student 
Chapter is planning on holding a workshop for those interested in learning how to build websites 
in WordPress and for those who would like to know the basics of website design.  

Social Events 
In 2014, the UCLA AMIA Student Chapter hosted a field trip to see Interstellar in 70mm IMAX 
at the Chinese Theater in Hollywood followed by a group dinner. We plan to host more outings 
of that nature in addition to monthly movie nights at a member’s house. The group is also 
planning Happy Hours and Mixers throughout the year as a way to relax, meet, and talk to 
members of the Moving Image Archive Studies program and those students outside of the 
program, who are also interested in moving image archiving. 

Fundraising 
This year the UCLA AMIA Student Chapter has increased our focus on fundraising. In the winter 
of 2014 we held a contest to create t-shirt designs. Our winning design will be placed on t-shirts 
and tote bags, which we will sell to help fund future projects, such as workshops. As an 
additional fundraising source, we plan to hold a film trivia night on UCLA’s campus. We hope 



that the large community of film lovers at UCLA will donate a few dollars to the UCLA AMIA 
Student Chapter’s endowment in exchange for a fun evening of movie trivia. 

Social Media 
Currently, the UCLA AMIA Student Chapter has a website: https://uclaamia.wordpress.com/ and 
Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/amiastudentchapteratucla. We are in the process of 
updating them for the current year, including current member bios, and currents events. The 
chapter is planning to create an AMIA Student Chapter Facebook group that connects all of the 
AMIA Student Chapters from around the world so facilitate an exchange of event and 
programming ideas as well as to connect to our contemporary colleagues. We are also working 
on updating our social media sites more regularly and creating a more active online presence. 

Projects from 2013-2014 

Tours 
In early 2014 the AMIA Student Chapter arranged a tour at the now defunct Deluxe print 
production facility in Hollywood. While the program, boot camp and class excursions provide 
numerous tours of local archives, this invitation offered the unique opportunity to visit a film 
laboratory before their extinction. The facility was still in operation during the tour, though very 
few machines were actually running and we were informed that business had been slow. Deluxe 
staff was still incredibly gracious in showing us around the historic building and even turned on 
machines for us to observe how they function. Some of these machines spanned several different 
levels of the building, taking up entire rooms. Many of us also got to witness our first robot, 
which delivered materials throughout the building. 

Community Outreach to Iota Center 
In the Winter of 2014, the AMIA Student Chapter organized a community archiving event at The 
Iota Center, a local nonprofit devoted to visual music and abstract experimental cinema. In 
preparation for a facilities move, six students visited the archive’s temporary location to speed 
catalog a collection of books and papers, mostly on avant-garde cinema. 

Internships and Work Study  
Members of the AMIA Student Chapter have utilized their skills and expertise in practicum/
internship and work study positions throughout the Los Angeles area. Our 
members have gained experience at the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, the USC 
Hugh M. Hefner Moving Image Archive, UCLA Film & Television Archive, UCLA Library AV 
Preservation Center, Western Costume Company, HBO, the Wende Museum, Playboy 
Enterprises, Writers Guild of America, UCLA Library Special Collections, Cinelicious, and 
Milestone Films. 

https://uclaamia.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/amiastudentchapteratucla

