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Dear AMIA Office & Education Committee, 

As we end our second year of being a student chapter we continue to grow as 

an organization and are excited to present our 2015 Annual Report of Activities. We 

have much to share, and more to come in the future! 

Our Spring 2015 semester was full of activities that appealed to our 

members, both those that focus on Archives as well as those from the school of 

Radio, TV and Film.  On February 18th, 2015 we took a tour of the Harry Ransom 

Center Film Collection. We received a behind-the-scenes tour that included the 

newly acquired Robert De Niro Collection, 35mm reels from the David O. Selznick 

Collection, and production design illustrations from Gone with the Wind .  On March 

26th, 2015 a group took a tour of the Texas Archive of the Moving Image, which was 

founded by our faculty advisor, Dr. Caroline Frick.  We learned a lot about their 

cataloging database as well as their digitization workflow.  Our last major event for 

the spring semester was our Moving Image Preservation & Projection Panel, which 

brought together 5 panelists from different areas of audio/visual preservation and 

projection.  Our panelists were Jason Metcalfe who works as a Projectionist at 

Alamo Drafthouse , Sebastian Del Castillo also a Projectionist  as well as an Archivist 

for Alamo Drafthouse as well as working for American Genre Film Archive, Justin 

Kovar  who is an AV Archivist at the Briscoe Center, Stephen Kanter who works as a 

Digital Assets Coordinator at Texas State Library and Archives Commission, and  

Laura Treat  who works as a Moving Image Preservation Librarian at UNT.   



The discussion centered around what day-to-day work looks like in this field, 

and where our panelists saw the field going.  It was overall very informative and 

was very well attended by students from the School of Information.   

In the Fall of 2015 we started our semester by setting up a table at the School 

of Information Orientation.  We were able to collect email addresses from 15 new 

students and added them to our UT Listserv.  We also handed out flyers that 

contained a link to our Facebook page.  We held our first happy hour of the semester 

on September 17th, 2015, which attracted students from both the UT School of 

Information and RTF departments.  Currently we are planning and promoting Home 

Movie Day that our student chapter will be hosting. The event will be held on 

October 15th, 2015 in the UT Jesse Jones Communication Center and we are hoping it 

will attract an audience of both UT students as well as local Austin citizens.  We will 

be advertising in several local libraries as well as in several building around the 

University of Texas campus.  Along with Home Movie Day we have a full slate of 

other events that we will be putting on/supporting this semester: 

September 15- October 20, 2015-  Series 1 AMIA Webinar screenings 

September 29- October 1, 2015-  Series 2 AMIA Webinar screenings 

October 6- 8, 2015- Series 3 AMIA Webinar screenings 

October 26, 2015-  Tour of the Briscoe Center Digital Archives 

October 29, 2015- Austin in ATXion: Texas Picture Show 

November 4, 2015- Harry Ransom Center Film Collection Tour 

November 12, 2015- Found Footage Festival  

November 18-21, 2015- AMIA Conference in Portland, OR 



November TBD, 2015- Elections 

December TBD- End of Semester Happy Hour 

At our last Happy Hour our members offered a few suggestions on what type 

of activities they would like to see in the future, specifically more hands-on 

experiences that would provide marketable skills within the field of film archives.  

To this end we are discussing organizing some volunteer opportunities with the 

Alamo Drafthouse’s American Genre Film Archive. They are relocating to a new 

space and need help with risk assessment of collection and rehousing of rare prints.   

We have also started discussing events for Spring 2016, including another 

panel discussion that will have a Radio, TV and Film focus.  We have set the date for 

April 4, 2016 and have already raised $2000 that will go towards bringing in 

speakers.  We have also discussed organizing a Filmmaker & Archivist Film Festival 

that would appeal to our diverse membership base.  We believe that we can partner 

with professors at the RTF department who focus on production.  We also discussed 

the possibility of some of our members attending the summer trip with New York 

University’s MIAP program to Chile. 

Overall we have had a full year and are anticipating a good final semester 

with some great activities!  We’ll continue to keep the Education Committee and 

AMIA at large included on our events and welcome any feedback or questions you 

may have. 

Thank you, 

Evelyn Veasey 
President 
AMIA Student Chapter at the University of Texas at Austin. 

 


