
 
This document was prepared for the Association of Moving Image Archivists Education 
Committee as part of the annual update for the academic year.  

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Association of Moving Image Archivists’ student chapter at New York University, 
based in the Moving Image Archiving and Preservation (MIAP) Program at the Tisch 
School of the Arts, joins an emerging dialogue with scholars, students, and other 
enthusiasts called together to help address some of the most urgent issues of 
conservation, preservation, and access in the field. 

AMIA’s student chapter at NYU strives to promote a public awareness of the 
need for action in our field and does so by organizing year-round events, symposiums, 
screenings, and other engaging programs. We believe the catalysts for progress are 
education and action; the student chapter will offer ongoing educational panels and 
programs to provide training and guidance to students, professionals, and the public. 
AMIA’s student chapter at NYU also encourages a dialogue with other fields that will 
enrich our understanding of the moving image and its unique challenges.  

GENERAL NEWS 
 
Elections for the 2014-2015 Executive Committee were held in spring 2014 and the 
results were as follows: 
 
Executive committee 2014-2015 
 

o President: Lorena Ramírez-López 
o Vice President: David Neary 
o Secretary: Laurie Duke 
o Treasurer: Michael Grant 
o Outreach: Jasmyn Castro 

 
AMIA@NYU Online Presence 
 
The student chapter has an ongoing and increasing online presence via a Gmail account 
and the following social media networks to relay information about chapter events, 
initiatives, news from AMIA, and general archiving news and events:  

Website: www.nyu.edu/projects/AMIA 
 Twitter: @AMIAatNYU 
 Facebook: AMIA Student Chapter at NYU 

Gmail: nyu.amia@gmail.com 

AMIA Student Chapter at New York University 
October 2014 Annual Report 



 
This academic year, the present executive committee launched a new website that is 
associated with New York University’s server and accessible to the public. Our previous 
website: http://amiastudentsnyc.com/, is still online, but we will no longer be updating or 
referring the public to that web page. Instead all the events and news as well as photos 
and social media will be linked to the new site.  
  

EVENTS UPDATE 
 
Summer 2014 
 
This past summer, MIAP students interned at various organizations and locations ranging 
from the Oregon Historical Society on the west coast to the Jimmy Carter Presidential 
Library on the east coast. Some students even went abroad at the Nárdoní museum 
(National Museum) in Prague, Czech Republic, and the Museum of Modern Art (MAM) 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Members also worked and travelled alongside MIAP alumni 
and professors on this year’s APEX trip to Montevideo, Uruguay. 
For more information about our students’ experiences: http://miapnyusummer.wordpress.com  
 
APEX 2014 
 
The Audiovisual Preservation Exchange Program (APEX) is a program that promotes 
international collaboration and academic dialogue on film and media preservation in 
order to safeguard the world’s audiovisual heritage. APEX is an opportunity for members 
of the international audiovisual archival community to exchange knowledge and skills in 
areas such as inspection and care of audiovisual materials, cataloging, metadata 
management, digitization, digital preservation, and access to collections.  

Students, alumni, and faculty from the Moving Image Archiving and Preservation 
program in collaboration with the AMIA Student Chapter at NYU went on a volunteer 
trip to Montevideo, Uruguay to work with five local institutions: Universidad Católica 
del Uruguay, the Image Archive of SODRE, Cinemateca Uruguaya, Universidad de la 
República and Fundación de Arte Contemporáneo. The trip culminated in a four-day 
series of workshops and roundtable discussions open to the public, in which information 
was shared on how to best face the challenges of managing and preserving film, video, 
digital, and audio assets in Latin American archives. https://apexnyu.wordpress.com 

Home Movie Day: Bronx 
 
Chapter members and alumni organized and volunteered at the Home Movie Day 
celebration at Gun Hill Brewery in Bronx, New York. This was the chapter’s first Home 
Movie day event in the Bronx and we were able to promote to not only students, but also 
members from within the Bronx community. Chapter President, Lorena Ramírez-López, 
and chapter Outreach Officer, Jasmyn Castro, went on BronxNet TV’s Open in Lehman 
College to promote the October 18th event: http://www.bronxnet.org/tv/the-bronx-
journalism-workshop/viewvideo/4622/open--featured-interviews/home-movie-day-2014.  



 
This year participants were encouraged to bring both film and video elements and 

we had members worked alongside alumni to inspect, assess, repair, and prep Super 8, 
8mm, and 16mm home movies as well as MiniDV, Hi-8, VHS, and DVD. Content 
ranged from students’ films to Bronx resident, Ernie’s, 16mm home movies of his 
brother’s ordination in 1962 – his brother just so happened to be featured as a priest in 
The Godfather ten years later.  

Talk with Stan Nelson 

The AMIA NYU student chapter is proposing an event celebrating black cinema history, 
documentary filmmaking, and repurposing archival footage. We are inviting acclaimed 
filmmaker Stanley Nelson to introduce and answer questions afterwards in reference to 
the creation of his 2014 PBS documentary film, American Experience: Freedom Summer. 
This film reminds us of the important fight that took place in the summer of 1964 before 
the passing of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Over 700 
volunteers protested in the state of Mississippi against restrictions for African Americans 
right to vote. Stanley Nelson captures this summer through his use of archival footage as 
well as testimonials of people who participated in these protests.  

This event would be relevant to archivists, filmmakers, historians, scholars, 
cinema enthusiasts, activists, and more. This film is important for audiences to watch as a 
reminder of the fight for civil rights that occurred 50 years ago. This movie is also 
important to watch as a powerful tool for how archival footage can be reincorporated into 
contemporary documentaries. 
 

This even is coordinated by Carmel Curtis and Jasmyn Castro, who presented 
“Unearthing the African-American community through home movies” at AMIA this year. 
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