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An AMIA-McGill member repairs film at McGill’s Moving Image Research Lab. 
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Mandate 
 
The Association of Moving Image Archivists’ student chapter at McGill University, based in the McGill School of 
Information Studies, joins an emerging dialogue with scholars, students, and other enthusiasts called together 
to help address some of the most urgent issues of conservation, preservation, and access in the field. 
 
In lieu of a dedicated audiovisual archiving and preservation component in the SIS program, the goal of the 
AMIA student chapter at McGill University is to create opportunities for SIS students to participate in the study 
and preservation of sound and moving images by actively participating in year-round events, symposia, 
screenings, and other engaging forms of programming. The city of Montreal is well-known worldwide as a 
haven for cinema, with numerous film festivals and productions taking place throughout the year. The AMIA 
student chapter intends to partner with various organizations in the city to organize field trips, lectures, and 
various extra-curricular projects. 

2016/2017 Ongoing Projects and Plans 
There were some communication and knowledge transfer issues going into the 2016/2017 academic 
year. This unfortunately created some of delays in continuing our regular projects. In our fourth year as a 
chapter we tried our best to continue establishing ourselves within the McGill Community and the greater 
Montreal area. We also strived to contribute to the audiovisual archival and digitization education of 
McGill School of Information Studies students (SIS). Going into our fifth year we are working on 
continuing to develop relationships and ensuring ongoing projects continue. 
 

Screenings 
 
Continued from the previous year’s programming, we were able to provide a few free film screenings in the 
Moving Image Research Lab’s (MIRL) private screening room at McGill for SIS students. Attendance varied for 
each event based on school schedules, but screenings were greatly enjoyed and will be continued in future 
years. However, the screening will start to be held in an alternative space on campus because of construction 
disrupting our access to the MIRL space.  

 

MIRL Film Archives Preservation Plan and Cataloguing Project 

 
Since 2013, AMIA-McGill has been collaborating with MIRL to help preserve and catalogue all the films held in 
their collection. These include donated prints from the National Film Board of Canada and the Goethe Institute 
and educational films previously held by McGill’s McLennan Library. We began entering each film into a 
database with an accompanying accession number and created a preservation plan for future student 
members to enact in the years to come. The goal for the year was to establish standards for future description 
and physical preservation work. This work will likely be disrupted for the upcoming year based on the 
construction blocking access to the MIRL space.  



 

 

 

Tour of Library and Archives Canada Audiovisual Department  

In November 2016, our members travelled from Montreal to Gatineau in order to take a two hour tour of the 
audiovisual department at the Preservation Centre of Library and Archives Canada (LAC). The fourteen 
students who joined us for the trip were able to witness all stages of the audiovisual archival process, learn 
about state-of-the-art equipment, and ask professionals in the field about their work. We hope this tour will 
become an annual event for AMIA-McGill and that the number of participants will continue to rise. However, 
due to a construction project happening in Ottawa this coming year, this trip will likely be postponed to the 
following year.  

AMIA-McGill Annual Spring Symposium 
 
In January 2016, AMIA-McGill hosted a Symposium at the School of Information Studies. Our professional and 
student presenters addressed a variety of issues in audiovisual archiving and shared their insights and 
experiences in the field. The colloquium was well attended given the small venue, and we hope to bring in 
many more interesting speakers in years to come. 
 
 
2016 Featured Professional Panel of Experts 
 
Sarah Severson - Digital Library Services Coordinator, Digital Initiatives, McGill University Libraries 

Melissa Pipe - Documentation Technician (Audiovisual Archive), Marvin Duchow Music Library at McGill 
University 

Louis Rastelli - Administrator and Founder of Archive Montreal 

Brian Meagher - Archivist at Archive Montreal  

Sébastien Robillard - Chef, Analyse contenus diffusés et métadonnées (Regional Manager, Content, 
Cataloguing, and Metadata) at Radio-Canada (French Services). 

Gordon Burr - Senior Archivist, McGill University Archives  

Elis Ing - Cataloguing Collections Librarian for Canada’s National History Society 
 
SIS Student Presenters 

 
Photography and Images 
Jasmine Charette (MISt II) - “Drunk History: Family Edition” or, Education and best practices towards 
personal visual archival preservation  
 
Nicholas Ligett (MISt II) - “Digitizing one of the largest aerial photo collection in North America with no 
funding, staffing, or support”  
 



 

 

Sonia Dhaliwal (MISt II) and Morgannis Graham (PhD Student) - “The Pragmatic Archivist: Embracing 
non-archival software”  
 
Madeleine Pippa Bartlett (MISt II) - “What if I told you we could save all the memes?: A brief 
introduction to archival practices in digital folklore”  

Audio 
Catherine Henderson (MISt II) - “Digitizing cassette tapes for preservation and access: a case study”  

Newsreels 
Roberto Pareja (MISt I)  - “A Bolivian newsreels collection from the 1960s: problems and perspectives 
for management and preservation”  

Moving Images 
Evan Dalrymple (MISt II) - “Collecting lived experiences: The Julio y Carol Archive”  

 

Future Plans for 2017/2018 
 
AMIA McGill held its first meeting and screening already and this year’s involvement is the largest yet! We have 
a new executive team who are very excited about the promotion and education of best practices for image, 
sound, and moving image, as well as preservation, management, and digitization (all of which have limited 
coverage in the SIS curriculum).  
The incoming executives are: 

Co-Vice presidents – Astoria Felix and Nina Patterson 
Treasurer – Melissa Nelson 
Shadow Communications Officer/Secretary – Paige Stewart 

 
Our plans include continuing regular screenings, further webinars and training sessions, as well as hosting 
tours and workshops. We have also committed to volunteering at this year’s Home Movie Day Montreal, to be 
held on October 29, 2017 at Atomic Café to assist in inspecting and performing basic repairs on films, and 
digitization of moving images. We are also planning to visit some local audio and moving image archives, which 
may be done in collaboration with McGill’s Association of Canadian Archivists chapter to reduce costs and 
promote AMIA to more students. We completed one tour thus far, at Artexte (a library, research centre and 
exhibition space for contemporary art and media). We have plans in the works for further tours at the Canadian 
Architecture Archive (CAA), Archive Montreal, and McGill University Archives, Rare Books and Music Library. 
As we stated above, our focus this year is to let students see and interact with archives in the professional 
sphere and we hope to accomplish this by booking tours and meeting professionals.  
 
We have already brainstormed our Symposium for 2018, which is tentatively scheduled for January 19, 2017 
so that it does not conflict with other SIS events and we can attract a larger audience. We will be encouraging 
student participation, especially with our incoming executive team to ensure their capability the following year. 
Our 2018 symposium will include a session for student presentations and one for a professional panel like the 
previous year. The students who attended last year found both to be valuable experiences. They were able to 
see what kind of work their peers were doing or were interested in and to have the opportunity to hear from 
professionals and ask them questions. Also like the previous year, we will be allowing students to submit 
questions for the panel prior to the session to ensure the students will get their questions answered.  


