
AMIA Education Committee Meeting Notes 

AMIA Conference 2014-Savannah, GA 

October 10, 2014; 1pm-2pm 

Meeting Overseen by Karen Gracy 

Notes Taken and Typed by Michelle Roell 

Attendees: Linda Tadic, Marie Lascu, Michelle Roell, Kathy Short, Andy Uhrich, Kate 
Cronin, Sophia Lorent, Yuko Kodama, Taylor Morales, Ally Field, Dan Streible, Justin 
MicKinney, Snowden Becker, Amy Sloper, Brian Meacham, Karen Gracy. 

- Karen opens the meeting, introduces herself and reads the bios for Kelle and 
Carla, the chairs of the AMIA Education Committee, who could not be in 
Savannah. 

- Linda Tadic shares an update about the Continuing Education sub-committee 
chaired by herself and Lance Watsky.  They have surveyed the membership and 
found that members are interested in two streams of programming, “Introduction 
to Digitization” and “Best Practices for Small Archives”.  They are looking for 
curriculum builders/instructors – a paid position!  Discussion around whether 
members will need to pay to attend/view the webinars (unknown at this point?)  
Discussion around partnering with SAA, NEDCC and like-minded groups. 

- Karen shares updates around the Education Committee’s new website/blog.  
Shares that guest bloggers and “static” content are welcome for the site. 

- Karen opens the floor for AMIA Student Chapter Updates: 

- Justin Mckinney, recent graduate from McGill, started their chapter last year and 
they have had screenings, tours and participated in an event alongside University 
of Rochester students.  Justin also held McGill’s AV Symposium featuring 
speakers, screenings and student presentations.  Current McGill students have 
taken on the chapter although they could not attend the conference. 

- I (Michelle Roell) spoke for the University of Texas at Austin.  We are a new 
group this semester, but have had a first meeting/happy hour that was well 
attended.  Plans for this semester include volunteering at Home Movie Day, 
attending sessions at Austin Film Festival, and touring Austin Film Studios.  Next 
semester we plan on touring the Harry Ransom Center’s Film Department and 
creating our own speaker series featuring film scholars and practitioners.  



- Taylor Morales, first year at UCLA’s MIAS program, spoke for the UCLA 
chapter, although she is not on their student board.  They are currently having 
elections and are in a re-building phase after last year’s student board graduated. 

- Dan Streible, professor (?) at NYU MIAP, spoke for their student group as current 
heads Carmel Curtis and Lorena Ramirez-Lopez were at their poster presentation.  
They are participating in UNESCO’s A/V Heritage Day, Home Movie Day and 
also participated in Home Video Day.  They continue to be involved in APEX and 
are planning a conference revolving around video games and one on art and 
archiving. 

- Kate Cronin and Sophia Lorent, 2nd year students at the University of Rochester, 
spoke for their chapter.  They have participated in Home Movie Day, hosted the 
McGill students during their film handling workshop, held a dark room workshop, 
hosted a talk by a Zapruder film expert and sell “film roses” as a fundraising 
campaign. 

- Snowden Becker mentioned that there was a new student chapter from the 
Netherlands (?) and there was casual discussion of a sub-committee for student 
chapters all together since there are a growing number.  The floor seemed to agree 
that may be a good idea. (Note from Michelle: please see more thoughts here at 
the end of this document!) 

- Karen took the floor and discussed the Bibliography project.  There was some 
confusion over where it had left off and where the files actually existed.  
Mentioning of a similar internal NYU resource and whether or not that was 
password protected.  Evidently Lorena Ramirez-Lopez has the information! 

- Discussion around partnerships with the Diversity Committee to offer 
scholarships to minority students who may not have the chance to attend the 
AMIA Conference otherwise. 

- Karen added the topic of “Competencies for Moving Image Archives Programs” 
and this was well discussed for the remainder of the session.  Karen’s thought is 
that the MIAP/MIAS schools are 10-15 years old now and it could be useful to 
think about how they are going about educating the next generation of film 
archivists.  I (Michelle Roell) asked if this was an attempt at an AMIA 
Accreditation, and Karen said maybe, but that would require much more 
infrastructure.  Perhaps this is just a discussion at this point.  Discussion around 
class syllabi and how they have changed over the years, ex. at first many classes 
in cinema studies and now more metadata classes.  Discussion over the UR 
program being couched within the English department.  Brian (didn’t catch his 
last name) from Yale discussed teaching film archiving as a class within their 
larger film studies department.  Agreement over needing a roadmap for core 
competencies for a film archives program and more partnerships with production 



schools to teach archiving theory to filmmakers.  Amy Sloper from UW Madison/
WCFTR shared their lack of archives professors at GSLIS has dampened any A/V 
focus.  Overall thought is that discussion around competencies is good! 

- Karen closes the meeting! 

Additional Thoughts: Michelle Roell and Justin McKinney discussed the need for a 
portion of the committee that serves recent graduates. They discussed it being akin to 
SAA’s Student and New Professional’s Group. They both feel there is a great need to not 
only gives these individuals a resource but a voice in the committee and the organization 
at large. More to come on this in the future…


